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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicants submit the following Interview Summary pursuant to MPEP § 713.04 and 
Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance pursuant to MPEP § 1302.14. 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

On 22 October 2003, an Examiner-initiated interview was conducted relating to claims 1- 
37 of the above-captioned patent application. In the interview, the Examiner suggested an 
Examiner's Amendment that would make the application in condition for allowance. The 



Applicants agreed to the Examiner's Amendment. 
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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The Examiner's Amendment relates to an aspect of the invention that the mesoporous 
carbon material of the supported mesoporous carbon membranes is obtained from a polymeric 
precursor composition comprising a carbonizing polymer and a noncarbonizing templating 
polymer. See, e.g., Claims 1,16, 32, and 34. The Examiner's Amendment is also directed to 
another aspect of the invention in that the mesoporous carbon material has a pore size 
distribution mode in the mesoporous range of from 2 to 50 nm. See, e.g., Claims 27, 30, and 31. 
The Examiner's Amendment is also directed to another aspect of the invention in that the 
invention relates to supported carbon ultrafiltration membranes. See, e.g., Claims 1,16, 27, 30, 
31, 32, and 34. As the Examiner stated in the Examiner's Amendment, the invention is not 
disclosed or suggested by the cited prior art. Further, Applicants submit that the prior art made of 
record and not relied upon does not disclose or suggest the invention of the present claims. 



Applicants believe no extension of time for response is due with this paper. However, if 
an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above is necessary for 
consideration of this paper, such an extension is requested and the fee should also be charged to 
our Deposit Account No. 03-2775. If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of 
this response, please charge the fees to our Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 7 January 2004 
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Enclosed please find a Form PTOL-85B entitled "Issue Fee Transmittal" and a check 
payable to the Commissioner for Patents of $965.00 which includes the $665.00 Issue Fee based 
on Applicants' SMALL ENTITY status and the $300.00 Publication Fee for the above-captioned 
patent application. Additionally enclosed with this document is Applicants' Interview Summary 
and Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



In the event that the amount of the enclosed check is not sufficient to cover the issue fee, 
the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the required additional amount to Deposit 
Account No. 03-2775, as indicated in section 4b of Form PTOL-85B. If a fee is required for a 
permissible extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above, such an 
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extension is requested and the fee should also be charged to our Deposit Account. This letter and 
its enclosures are being submitted in duplicate. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 7 January 2004 By: 
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Daniel fCT Mulveny 
Reg. No. 45,897 
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